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PHILAS NEWS 4 DECEMBER 2000 

Norman ·J. Sheppard 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF NORMAN J. SHEPPARD 

Today family and friends of Norman Sheppard are gathered to celebrate his life. Norm (as he is 
affectionately known) was a man of many parts. An academic with qualifications in Industrial Chemistry, 
Metallurgy & Botany. He was also a Teacher, a Carpenter, Wordsmith and Graphic Artist, and my guide 
and mentor over the past 30 years. 

With all this knowledge he was called on by the War Ministry to apply his talents to the making of 
munitions during WWII. He was placed in charge of a workforce of 700 personel, and at one stage was 
sent to New Guinea to sort out an ordinance problem. To carry out this mission, Norm was given the 
temporary Army rank of Lt. Colonel giving him authority to Act. He was sworn to secrecy- which he 
maintained until long after the war. 

Concurrently, this man of peace spent his leisure hours· studying stamps, in a scientific way of course. 
It was therapy, and this cultural activity set him on the course to a brillian~ philatelic future where he 
would use his skills for the acquisition of knowledge- research into stamp production, papers, gums and 
printing methods - in his quest for a NSW "Home of Philately", which came into being 25 years later. 

Norm helped to draw up the PHILAS Constitution in 1970. He was appointed as aTrustee and in 1973 
became President of Phi las. He served on numerous committees, virtually the manager of Phil as House, 
with furniture, fittings, repairs and maintenance his responsibility. This included odd job man, Mr. Fixit, 
which he excelled at. All work was carried out in a Voluntary capacity and he championed Volunteerism. 

His crowning glory was the establishment of a Phil as Library Catalogue when he accepted the post of 
Han. Librarian. This achievement will be superceded by a new edition which has taken 2% years to 
compile and is due for publication in 2001. 

Every workday we would listen to the master quote from a book he was reading, usually history books, 
and he would keep us entertained and enlightened as history "came to lifen- he always had a ready and 
appreciative audience. His retention of facts and figures was astounding. 

Norm was the Founder and Editor of "The Bulletin"· (ACCC Journal) for 39 years, and the "NSW 
Philatelisr (P.S.NSW) until recently. Editorials conveyed his thoughts on many subjects- particularly 
the inequality of government funding- billions for Sport, baubles for Recreation, the "Teen Tax" being 
foisted on Phil as in 1993 and laterly the G. S. T. impost without any compensation for change. He did not 
change Australian history, but he left vivid impressions of the "good old days», and social injustice. 

On behalf of PHI LAS, its clubs, societies and their members, I wish to convey our condolences to Norm's 
family in their loss. On a personal note, my wife and I will miss his wit and wisdom. It was a pleasure 
to work with him and a privilege to have known him -a good man, a great man, and a gentleman. 

S.P.GRIFFITH 
PHILAS Trustee. 
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I 
THE POSTAL HISTORY OF RUSSIA- A RESUME 

1550- Ivan The Terrible set up a postal service with other countries, 
but it was hot successfulo 

1660- Tsar Alexis Mikhaelovitch started service againo By 1670 a courier 
service was operative internally and externallyo 

1717- Based on German postal methods Peter The Great re-organised the 
postal system and opened the first General Post Office in the 
country at StoPetersburgo Due to the backwardness of the people 
it was liitle used. In the late 1700's the Latin alphabet was 
used in the marks at forwarding and receiving stationso Some of 
these remained in use as late as 1856o Meantime the Cyrillic 
alphabet was creeping. 
A few of the early postmarks are reproduced on the next sheeto 

1845- Letter-sheets were issued for use by the "StoPetersburg Town Post". 
This service extended to surrounding districts during the summer. 
Later theservice was extended to Moscowo 

1848- Internal Posts for whole countryo Envelope s for this purpose 
carried 10, 20, and 30 kopek values printe d on t he flaps o The 
watermark took the form of a l~rge eagleo 

1856- Russian Postal Administration sent to Prussi a to study modern 
postal services. On return the recomme ndati on was made that 
adhesive labels be usedo 

1858- On 1st January 1858 the first stamp was issued i mpe rforate due 
non-arrival of perforating machine from Vi enna o A little l ater 
in the year the stamps were issue d perfora t ed . Pen ca ncellat ions 
wre used at the beginning of this service o 

"Dots" Postmarks followed, and examples are shown on she et Noo 3 • 

Circular Cancellations- The earlier types of pos t mar ks (see sheet 2) 
were replaced by circular cancella t i ons wi th one circleo These 
carried the town name at the top , the date i n the centre, a nd 
a conventional design at the bottomo The s e were use d in conjunction 
with the "Dots" postmarks, but as these were phased out the 
circular types t ·ook on the double function of cancelling the 
stamp, as well indicating the office of receipt. These were 
followed in turn by double circled types. Indicative of the growth 
of postal services various special postmarks soon appeared in 
St.Petersburg and Moscow for the various sorting and despatching 
officeso Examples of circular postmarks are shown on sheet Noo4. 

A number of Post 5ffices continued to forward letters without 
adhesive stamps for several years after their issue in 1858. A cover 
despatched from Riga in April 1864 is shown as an example on 
sheet Noo6o 
The rapid railway expansion brought the "Postal Railway Car 11 o 
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RUSSIAN POSTAL 

STATIONERY. 

(b) The Period 1875 to 1880 (cont'd.). 

These three rates applied to postal stationery as well. It is well 
t o note that many of the gubirna issued their own postal stationery. 

Some of the early emissions of this embossed postal stationery carried 
t he embossing in the upper left corner but this changed permanently to 
t he upper right corner. 

(c) The Period 1883 to 1889: 

Stationery with a new design of stamp appeared from 1883 onwards 
wi th all the printing being done by letterpress. For the first time the 
stamps carried the words postage stamp above and around the Imperial eagle 
with the posthorns below and the values at the for corners. 

(d) The Period 1889 to 1896: 

In 1889 the Russian Post Office and Telegraph Office combined and 
similarly designed stationery was issued but with thunderbolts added to 
the posthorns. 

(e) The Period 1896 to 1917: 

In 1896 newly designed postcards appeared carrying the words Uni ver sal 
Postal Union in both French and Russian. This design remained in use up 
to the Revolutions of 1917 and even thereafter. 

(g) The Romanov Tercentenary Issue: 

This was issued in 1913 and remained on issue officailly for that 
year. It was overprinted for use in various outposts of the Russian Empire 
as were the General Issues of postal stationery. 
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RUSSIA. (1917-1923) (C. McC. 17-8-99 

Although the Russian Revolution removed Rus.sia from World War 1, hostilities 
did not end in 1917. Germany insisted that former Russian provinces along the Baltic, the 
Ukraine a..'ld Poland be granted autonomy, all of which was operJy hostile to the 
Bolshevik regime. 

Germany continued to occupy the UKraine and appropriate its agricultural 
resources. This was merely the preliminary for a prolonged and bitter civil war in Russia 
between the Bolsheviks and their opponents; which involved not only the i.t1.temal warring 
factions but many foreign expeditionaty forces in opposition to the Bolsheviks. 

These included British, French and Americans who landed in north Russia, 
American and Japanese together in Siberia, together with a huge force of Austrian ex
prisoners known as the Czech Legion, and involved in addition the Finnish War of 
Independence (aided by German forces prior to the Armistice in Europe) and the Russo
Polish War which won independence for those states. 

Russia was tom apart by heavy fighting until1920, and not until late 1922 did the 
last foreign contingents leave. 

Various White Russian factions fougt'lt the Bolsheviks, splinter groups such as the 
Don Cossacks, and adventurers like Avalov- Bermondt and Semyonov, attempted to set 
up their own regimes, the Czech Legion roamed at will over vast tracts of Siberia, 
interventionists heid much of the far north, the Caucasus and the far east, and various 
ethnic groups tried to set up their own republics in the Ukraine and the Caucasus. 

Apart from the Soviet government there were no fewer than 21 different stamp 
issuing entities in Russia at various times in this hectic period. 

The Northern Army under General Rodzianko, was formed in February, 1919 and 
captured Pskov, Gdov and Y amburg in May. A set of five stamps inscribed OKCA 
(Osobiy Korpus Severnoy Armiya =Special Corps, Northern Army) was lithographed 
B. Ma11s ofReval in September, 1919. 

The stamps may be found on thick, medium or pelure paper, with or without 
gum. Rodzianko's com..'Tiand was later merged with the North-Western A..rmy. 

In June, 1919, General Yudenitch was appointed commander in chief of all the 
anti-Bolshevist forces in the Baltic areas. His North-Western Army operated southwest of 
Petrograd from June until its collapse in November, 1919. In August, various atms 
stamps of the Tsarist period were overprinted in Cyrillic to signify "North-Western 
Army". The overprint was carried out by the Matveev Pressat Pskov. 
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The Western Army was a mixed body ofGennan, Balt'l, and white Russians under the 
command of Colonel Avalov- Bermondt formed in Couriand in 1919. 

Its commander refused to join the forces of General Yudentich. In October, 1919 
it unsuccessfully attacked the Latvian Army defending Riga and was subsequently driven 
out of Latvia in disarray. 

Various stamps of Latvia overprinted Z.A. (Zapadnaya Armiya= Western Army) 
or L.P. (Latwiya Pashparwalac =Independent Latvia) were used between October, and 
November, 1919. This stamp was one of il series prepared for use of the Westem Anny, 
but never issued on account of the collapse ofAvalov- Bermondt's command. 

Omsk. Admiral Kolchak assumed power as "Supreme Ruler" in Siberia in November, 
1918 with his headquarters in Omsk. After the fall of Omsk to the Bolsheviks he resigned 
in January, 1920. During 1919 various Tsarist stamps were surcharged with new values. 

Trans baikal. After the fall of the Kolchak government the Cossack hetman Semyonov 
proclaimed himself mler of Siberia, with his headquarters in Chita, where he remained 
until the town was· captured by partisans of the Far Eastern Republic on 21st. October, 
1920. Various Tsarist stamps were surcharged with new values at the Typographic 
Department oft.~e National Bap.k in Clrita. 

Amur. In Febmary, 1920 a People's Revolutionary Committee set up an administration 
at Blagoveschchensk, which ended two months later when the Far Eastern Republic was 
established. A set of five stamps with inscription signifying "Amur Province Postage 
Stamp" was lithographed at Blagoveschchensk. 

Far Eastern Republic. The Far Eastern Republic was established on 6th. April, 1920, as 
a buffer state between the Soviet Union.and the Japanese. Though nominally independent 
this republic was rent by intrigues of the Conununists and the Japanese. Eventually the 
Communists won the upper hand and forced the Japanese to evacuate Vladivostok in 
November, 1922, and shortly afterwards the republic joined the Soviet Union. 

Various Tsarist stamps were overprinted D.V.R. (DaLTii- Vostochnaya Republika= 
Far Eastern Republic), but in December, 1921 a series lithographed at Chita, was issued 
in denominations from 1 to 50k. 
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Priamur and Maritime Province. On 26th. May, 1921, the White Guards with Japanese 
connivance staged a coup in Vladivostok and broke away trom the Far Eastem Republic 
to form the Provisional Govem.'nent of the Priamur. This ephemeral regime was 
suppressed by Russian and Far Eastern troops in November, 1922 following the Japanese 
withdrawal from Vladivostok. 

The stamps ofPriamur were in fact, intended for the Far Eastern Republic, as 
their inscription indicates, but the province had seceded before these stamps could be put 
into general circulation. 

Various stamps of Russia and Siberia were also overprinted or surcharged at 
various times. 

Soviet issue for the Far East. Following the suppression of the Far Eastern Republic in 
1923 Soviet stamps were introduced with surcharges in gold currency, to distinguish them 
from the 'YOrthless paper money then current in the Soviet Union itself 

The word "Zolotom" in the overptint signifies "gold". Ordinary Russian stamps 
were introduced toward the end of 1923. 

Kuban Cossacks. The Kuban Cossacks established a republic at the end of 1917 and 
declared their independence of Russia in the spring of 1918. Their independence was 
recognised by the White Russian General Denikin, but after he evacuated Novorssiisk on 
27th. March, 1920 the republic quickly succumbed to the Bolsheviks. 

Between 1918 and 1920 vatious Tsarist stamps were surcharged with new values 
at Ekaterinodar. 

Don Cossacks. The Don Cossacks established a republic at Rostov on 5th June, 1918 
and enjoyed a measure of independence under the protection of General Denilin until 
February, 1920 when he was forced to withdraw from Rostov. 

Various T sarist stamps were surcharged with new values in this period. 

Stamps portraying the sixteenth century hetman Remake, was lithographed by the 
State Bank, Rostov, on thick carton paper with a seven line inscription on the reverse to 
signify its use as a form of currency during a shortage of coin. This practice was also used 
in Tsarist Russia and the Ukraine. 
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Crimea. The Germans set up a Tatar nationalist government in the Crimea in June, 1918 
but this was followed by a provisional government in November, 1918. 

The peninsular was successively occupied by the French, the Bolsheviks and 
General Denkin's army. During the provisional regime the 1k. Tsarist stamp was 
surcharged for use as a 35k value and a 50k. "currency stamp" on thick paper was also 
released. 

Denikin regime. General De.-nikin became commander in chief of the Volunteer Almy 
on 8th. October, 1918 and during 1919 recaptured much of Southern Russia from the 
Bolsheviks until halted at Tsaritsyn (Stalingrad or Volgograd) in October. He was driven 
back by the Red Army and forced to abandon all southern Russia except the Crimea 
which he handed over to General Wrangel in April, 1920. 

In .iVIay, 1919 a series of stamps inscribed "Edinaya Rossiya" (One Russia) 
featuring St. George and the Dragon was lithographed at Novocherkassk for use in 
southern Russia. These stamps were also used in the territory of the Don and Kuban 
Cossacks. The kopek denominations were in a small upright design and printed in 
monochrome, while thee rouble values were in a larger size and printed in two colour 
combinations. 

' 

Wrangel regime. The Volunteer Army was re-organised under General Baron von 
Wrangel, who re-occupied much of southern Russia between June and October, 1920. 

Various stamps of Russia were surcharged with new values or overprinted "Yug 
Rossiya" (South Russia) in this period. 

Wangel's army evacuated Sebastapol in November, 1920 and was subsequently 
interned in Turkey. 

Russian Refugees Post. After the withdrawal of the remnants ofWrangel's forces 
various stamps of Russia, the Ukraine and South Russia were overp1inted and surcharged 
with new values for use in the various refugee camps set up in Turkey. (About 180 
different varieties have been recorded in the period up to June, 1921, when these camps 
were dispersed. Such a stamp was the Tsarist 3 kopek stamp, overprinted with the trident 
emblem of the Ukraine and subsequently overprinted RUS SKA Y A POCHT A (Russian 
Post) with a new value reflecting the inflation of Russian currency at that time. 
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Batum. Batum, centre of the Black Sea Oil industry, was captured by the Turks in 
March, 1918 and by the British in December, of the same year. From then until April, 
1920, when the British evacuated the town, distinctive stamps "Batumskaya Pochta" were 
used. Stamps with the words "British Occupation" across the middle were in use until the 
withdrawal of British and White Russian troops. 

Georgia. A National Republic was established in Georgia in May, 1918 and issued a 
series of stamps, lithographed at the State p~inting Works, Tiflis, between :May 1919 and 
mid 1920. The kopek values featured St. George, while the rouble denomination 
portrayed Queen Tamara 1184- 1212. 

Ukraine. The Ukraine became an independent republic in 1917 and at flrst stamps of the 
Tsarist regime were overprinted with the trident emblem. Numerous different types of 
trident were used at Kiev, Odessa, Y ekaterinoslav, Kharkov, Poltava and Podolia applied 
by machine, or by hand, in various colours. 

A general series in Ukrainian currency, appeared in July, 1918. These stamps may 
be found imperforate on thin paper, or perforated on thick carton with an inscription on 
the reverse denoting their use as currency. The Ukraine was absorbed by the Soviet 
Union in 1923. 

West Ukraine. Various stamps of Austro-Hungarian Military Post and Bosnia
Herzegovina were overprinted in 1918-19 for use in the provisional regime of West 
Ukraine, formally part of the provinces of Galicia and Bukovina. Before the government -.iiliilliiiiii 
could link up with the Ukraine it was invaded by the Poles and forcibly incorporated into 
Poland. The trident overprint on the Austrian stamp bears the Cyrillic initials signifying 
West Ukraine National Republic. (It was invaded by Germany in 1941, recaptured by the 
Red Army in 1944) 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

A STUDY OF THE POSTAGE STAMP ISSUES OF 

THE COUNTER - REVOLUTIONARY ARMIES AND GOVERNMENTS IN RUSSIA. 

PRE-AMBLE: 

In 1917 Imperial Russia was beset by two Revolutions - the first in March, and 
the second in November of the same year. The first led to the formation of a 
Liberal - Democratic Goverment and the second to its replacement by a Bolshev
ik (Soviet) Government. The Tsarist Autocracy was overthrown but Forces of the 
old order continued to hold sway in various parts of the huge country. This 
led to a coalescence and development of Counter-Revolutionary Armies and Move
ments which sought, either a return to the old order, or to the formation of. 
new National Republics. With the aid of Britain, France, the U.S.A., Japan 
and some other countries the Counter-Revolutionary Forces were at first success
ful but later lost ground continuously until the Bolsheviks were everywhere 
victorious in most of the areas which formerly constituted Imperial Russia. 
The new State became known officially as the Russian Socialist Federative 
Soviet Republic (R.S.F.S.R.) and ultimately the U.S.S.R. Around the fringes 
of this vast country some areas seceded to become National Republics - Poland, 
the Baltic States, and Finland. 

THE SCOPE OF THIS STUDY: 

Philatelically the Russian Civil War Period is quite complex, covering, as it 
does, the postal issues of the R.S.F.S.R., as well as those of all the Counter
Revolutionary Armies and the various National Movements seeking autonomy. In 
addition there are the postal issues of Localities which developed in an at
tempt to maintain service in isolation as the contending Armies moved back and 
forth over the land disrupting the general postal services. 

This Study is, in effect, that of the postage stamp issues of those, who, in 
one way or another, opposed the Bolsheviks. No mention is made of the stamps 
of the R.S.F.S.R., or of those of the National Republics which broke away from 
Russia becoming independent countries. The many Local Issues are, on the 
grounds of space, largely ignored. Only one external postal service is given 
space in the Study and that is The Russian Refugee Post. This has been done 
because it is the end point of both General Denikin's and General Wrangel's 
Armies in South Russia. 

The format of the Study is generally to reproduce the known philatelic details 
of the various issues, and to give, in addition, some information on how the . 
particular Governments and/or Movements came into being. Because of lack of 
space this has to be given in a very curtailed way. The derivation of such in
formation arises from many sources in which the telling depends upon the part
icular political viewpoint of the person concerned. My story is, therefore, af
fected in the same awy. This is unaviodable. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

A STUDY OF THE POSTAGE STAMP ISSUES OF 

THE COUNTER - REVOLUTIONARY FORCES AND GEVERNMENTS IN RUSSIA. 

PRE-AMBLE: 

In 1917 Imperial Russia was beset by two Revolutions. - the first in March, and 
the second in November of the same year. The first led to the formation of a 
Liberal-Democratic Government and the second to its replacement by a Bolshevik 
(Soviet) Government. The Tsarist Autocracy was overthrown but Forces of the 
old order continued to hold sway in various parts of the country. This led to 
a co-alescence of ebeaee¥o~caevmmtmoAamyeAramesmovements which sought to either 
return to the old order or to form new National republics. With aid from the 
British, French, U.S.~., the Japanese and others the Counter-revolutionary 
Forces were at first successful, but later lost ground until eventually the 
Bolsheviks were in complete control of most of the area which formerly constit
uted Imperial Russia. The new p~ate became known officially as the Russian 
Socialist Federative Soviet Repu£1ic, and ultimately the U.s.s.R. 

THE S~OPE OF THE STUDY: 

Philatelically the Russian Civil War Period is quite complex, covering as it 
does, the postal issues of the R.S.F.S.R. as well as those of al' the Counter
Revolutionary Armies and the various National Movements seeking autonomy, and 
the many Local Issues which developed in an attempt to maintain postal services 
in areas which had become isolated as the contending Armies moved back and~~ 
forth over the face of Russia. Some of these Local Issues were developed by 
quite small towns. 

This Study is in effect that of the postage stamp issues of those, who in one 
way or another, opposed the Bolsheviks. No mention is made of the stamps of 

R.S.F.S.R., nor of these of the National Republics which brake away from Rus
sia and&which IMXIHXXXended as independent countries.outside the framework of 
the R~ F.S.R. The many Local Issues are also on the grounds of space , ignored. 

\ l 

The Russian Refugee Post is given specific mention primarily because it is the 
philatelic end-point for ~aeeral Wrangel's Army of South Russia. 

The format of the Study is to reproduce the known philatelic details of the 
various issues, and to give, in addition, some information on how the particular 
Goverments and/or Areas came into being. This necessarily has to be given in a ve 
very concise way. The derivation of the basic information has had to be develop
ed from man¥ conflicting iniDcma~imns telling depending upon the particular 
political viewpoint of the individual presenting it. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

One of the characteristic features of any War, Civil or otherwise, is for 
the occupying authorities to very quickly re-establish a postal system 
and to issue postage stamps appropriate to the occupying authority. 

The Russian Civil War was no exception but it differed from others in the 
sense that it was fought over such a vast area that it produced a bewilder
ing array of emissions. 

A second feature of a Civil War is that postal emissions cannot be divorced 
from the actual history of the times involved, because the postal system 
arises from a social requirement and the political will to create it. It 
is for this reason that this Exhibit carries detail of the origins and 
demises of the various authorities involved, in the form of Notes. 

This Exhibit covers a wide section of the stamps issued during the Russian 
Civil War but it does not cover them all. 

Those covered are:-

1) Northern Army of General Rodzianko 
2) North-Western Army of General Yudenitch 
3) Western Army of Colonel Avalov-Bermondt 
4) Regime of the Hetman Skaropodsky in the Ukrainian National Republic. 
5) Petlyura Directorate in the Ukraine 
6) Cossack Government of the Don Territory 
7) Cossack Government of the Kuban Territory 
8) Government of General Denikin in South Russia 
9) Regional Territory of the Crimea 

10) Government of General Wrangel in South Russia 
11) Government of Admiral Kolchak in Siberia 
12) Czecho-Slovak Legion in Siberia 
13) Ataman Semyonov Regime in the Transbaikal Province, Siberia 
14) Regime of the Blagovestchensk People's Revolutionary Committee, Amur 

Province 
15) Nationalist Regime in Vladivostok 
16) Nationalist Regime in Chita, Transbaikal Province 
17) Government of the Priamur and Maritime Provinces, Far Eastern Siberia 
18) Nikolayevsk-on-Amur Provisional Regime, Far Eastern Siberia 
19) Zemstvo Government of the Priamur and Maritime Provinces 
20) Far Eastern Republic - the Soviet Government. 

This Exhibit does not cover the postal issues of Soviet Russia itself, of 
Transcaucasia, nor those of peripheral areas which were influenced by the 
Civil War, such as the Baltic National Republics, Poland, Finland, West 
Ukraine and there are a few others. 
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RUSSIA- WORLD WAR 1, CIVIL WAR, AND ALLIED INTERVENTION: 
THE BALTIC AREA. 

By November 1917 the limit of the German army advance had reached 
a point southof Tallin,west of Pskov,east of Vilna and Grodno, and 
west of Brest- Litovsk. This area was controlled by the Eastern 
Command and contemporary stamps of Germany were overprinted for use 
in the area- roughly that of the Baltic States.Late in 1917 the out
break of Revolution in Petrograd and it's subsequent envelopment of 
the whole of Russia led to a period of Civil War and Allied Inter
vention. Counter-revolutionary forces aided directly and indirectly 
by the Allies and the Central Powers fought over the surface of Russia 
in an attempt to restore the old order. As we now know they were un
successful. The Armies involved in the Baltic Area were-

1) Northern Army of General Rodzianko was formed Feb. 1919 and was 
based at Pskov subsequently joining up with General Yudenitch's 
North-Western Army in May 1919. 

2) North-Western Army of General Yudenitch was formed in May 1919 
at the instigation of the British General Mark. A Provisional 
Government was set up on 24.5.1919. On 11.10.1919 an attack was 
launched on Petrograd aided by a British Naval Force of 65 ships 
which destroyed the Soviet Fleet in the Kronstadt. The Red Army 
counter-attacked and destroyed Yudenitch's forces, which~were 
interned in Esthonia on 29.11.1919. 

3) Western Army of Colonel (Prince) Avalov-Bermondt was composed of 
German Army regulars, Balts, and Dissident Russians. It was form
ed in 1919 with headquarters at Mitau in Lithuania. This army at
tacked Latvian Forces protecting Riga, and was defeated by the 
Lettish troops aided by British Naval Forces. The Western Army 
disintegrated, the Germans retreating to East Prussia, and the 
Russians being interned with the remnants of Yudenitch's forces. 
Overprinted Latvian and Russian Arms type stamps were used post
ally. An independent issue was printed but never issued. 
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RUSSIA- THE PERIOD OF THE CIVIL WAR AND THE ALLIED INTERVENTION: 

THE CAUCASUS. 

1) After the October Revolution in 1917 the peoples of the 
Caucasus- always strongly nationalistic- formed separate 
short-lived National Republics. In actual fact the internal 
situations were such that the Republics came into existence 
several times before ultimately being finally replaced by 
Soviet Republics. 

GEORGIA.2) Georgia set itself up as a National Republic on 26 May, 1918 
with German assistance, the Germans having occupied the 
Ukraine. Distrusted by both the Allies and the Denikin Regime 
in South Russia, this Republic was overthrown by Soviet 
forces on 25 Feb. 1921, and the Georgian Soviet Socialist 
Republic came into existence. During the period the Nationalists 
issued a set of definitive stamps. These were displaced by 
Soviet issues in Feb. 1922. 

BATOUM. 3) At the instigation of the British,Batoum , which was part of 
the Georgian National Republic , set itself up as a separate 
state in 1918. This was done because the Allies considered the 
pro-German policy of the Georgian Nationalists constituted a 
threat to the Caucasus Oilfields. In late 1918 when Turkish 
forces threatened Batoum the British occupied the town , the 
railway to Baku and other key installations associated with the 
Oilfields, as well as setting up a British Naval Flotilla on 
the Caspian Sea and on the Volga River. The British forces 

AZER· 
BAIJAN. 

were withdrawn in early 1920. Stamps issued during this period 
were overprints-"British Occupation"- on definitives prepared 

for Batoum, and on Tsatist issues. 
4) The Azerbaijan National Republic existed from 27 May 1918 to 

28 April, 1920 having beeh set up when the British occupied 
Baku. Prior to May 1918 a short-lived Soviet Republic had been 
in existence. Its leaders had been arrested by the British 
and handed over to the Nationalists for execution. A distinctive 
set of definitives was issued by both Governments. 

ARMENIA.5) The Armenian National Republic existed for to separate periods
May,1918 to 2 Dec., 1920, and 18 Feb. to 2 April 1921. In between 

TRANS• 
CAUCAS
IAN FED. 

a Soviet Republic existed. With the final ousting of the Nation
ists in April 1921 the Soviets finally took over permanently. 
Both the Nationalists and the Soviets issued stamps •ith indig
enous designs. Armenia came out of the upheaval diminished in 
size due to the loss of the Kars Territory to Turkey. 

6) On 12 March, 1922 Armenia , Azerbaijan, and Georgeia federated 
to form the Transcaucasian Federation. On 1 October, 1922 a 
combined Postal Service came into existence, which issued its 
own stamps. on 6 July 1923 this Federation joined the U.s.s.R. 
and thereafter used the postal services of the U.S.S.R. 
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POLAND AND 

BYELORUSSIA. 

The Map shown below indicates the towns for which postmarks are shown on 

covers originating from the area which in Imperial Russia was known as 

White Russia, then became part of Poland and finally became part of Byelo

Russia after 1939 and again after 1944. 

c ~- 17-18 
E J)._OP Y C C K II S! ~ C C P 

' 
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RUSSIA· THE PERIOD OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT• 17.3.1917 to 7.11.1917. 

The Philately of this Period is simply a continuation of the 
preceding Tsarist Administration. No new stamp designs were 
issued, although one wasprepared. The stamps emboding this des
ign were subsequently issued after the October Revolution. 

This Period was one of complete breakdown of the old Autocracy 
and all its Institutions, but the Postal Services continued to 
operate even though somewhat erratically. It would appear that 
the State printing Office continued to turn out the stamps of 
the Tsarist period, but much wear of plates is in evidence. 

P.o.w. mail continued despite the increasing dislocation. 
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GERMAN OCCUPATION 

ISSUE OF WORLD WAR I 

1918(March) -German Occupation Issues in Baltic Russia. 

The collapse of the Russian Armies on the 
Eastern Front due to the 1917 October Revolut
ion caused the German Army to invade several 
areas in the Baltic States not previously 
occupied by them. One such area was around 
Dorpat near Lake Peipus. The German Army 
produced Provisional Stamps by overprinting 
two Russian Issues during March 1918. 

NOTE: Dorpat, an old Hanseatic Town, became known as Tartu 
in the ensuing Esthonian Republic founded in 1918. 
Tartu returned to the U.S.S.R. as part of the of 
the Esthonian S.S.R. in 1940. German Armies occupied 
the area again in late 1941. After the War this Area 
returned to the Est.S.S.R. 
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I r 

RUSSIA- THE PERIOD OF THE CIVIL WAR; AND ALLIED INTERVENTION: 

1) Following the defeat of Kolchak's Siberian Army which had con
sisted of the following - Russians, 210,000; Czechs, 55,000; 
Japanese, 28,000; Poles, 12,000; U.S.A., 75,000; Canadian, 
Roumanian, Serbians, each 4,ooo, together with a lesser number 
of British, French, and Italian t~oops,- a shobt- lived 'Russian' 
Government was set up by Ataman Semyonov in the Transbaikal 
Province at Chita, on 20.1.1920. When the Partisans captured 
Chita on 21.10.1920 Semyonov and his bandits fled to Manchuria. 
Semyonov was feted by President Harding in New York in 1922. 
Genuine postal emissions of this regime exist. 

2~ rn April, 1918 Britain, and Japan landedtroops at Vladivostok, 
the British entraining fo't Omsk. On 28.6.1918 a combined force 
of Czechs, British, Japanese, and Russians overthrew the local 
Soviet Government replacing it with a zemstvo type. The Japan
ese controlled the Railway from Vladivostok west, and U.S.A. 
from Irkutsk east. Russian postal stationery exists suitably 
handstamped for the above , as well as for all the separate 
groups mentioned in 1) above. 

3) On Jan• 11, 1920 revolts occured at Vladivostok, Khabarovsk, anct 
other centers which came underthe control of anti-Soviet Revolut~ 
ionaries.On April 6 ,1920 the last of the U.S. troops departed and 
with the exception of the Japanese all other Allieq troops had 
gone three months later. On April 6, 1920 the Far Eastern Republic 
was set up to act as a 'buffer' against the advancing Soviet 
forces. In theory the Republic extended from Lake Baikal to 
Vladivostok, until on 26 May 1921 the Priamur and Maritime 
province broke away. 
Definitive stamps as well as overprints exist for the Far Eastern 
Republic, but in the closing stages of its existence a whole ser
ies of provisionals came into existence. 

4) From early in 1921 Communist influence became increasingly dom
inant and with the evacuation of the Japanese in late October 1922 
the Far Eastern Republic became part of the R.S.F.S.R. again. 
Overprinted R.S.F.S.R. stamps for gold currency were in use 
prior to the formation of the U.s.s.R. in 1923. 
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lEGEND 

n,,,,, Boundary of Soviet Russ1a, 1921-1939 

Dates of acquisition by Sov1et Russ1a 

X 

0 

" z 

EUROPEAN RUSSIA· MAP SHOWING BOUNDARIES IN 1914, 1921-39, 1945 on. 
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1919- THE LIMITS OF ADVANCE OF THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY AND ALLIED FORCES. 

• Yudenitch's North-Western Army. 

2 Avalov-Bermondt 1 s Western Army . 

5 The British Army at Archangel . 

4 Denikin 1 s "Volunteer" Army . 

5 Koltchak's Siberian Army. 

p The French Army at Odess •• 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE NORTHERN ARMY OF GENERAL MILLER. 

This independent Force existed for a time early in 1919. Aided by the British 

an attempt was made to set up a postal service, but so far I have no record 

of the stamps having been used postally. They are known only imperforate. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE NORTHERN ARMY OF GENERAL RODZIANKO. 

1919 - September - Provisional Issue. 

Thick 
paper . 

Medium 
paper . 

Thin 
Paper. 

Issued Imperforate on thick, medium and thin paper. 
These stamps are known used as late as 23rd November, 1919. 
Lithographed by B.Mans at Reval (now Tallinn). 

n 

Notes: (i) The monogrammed design bears the initials "OKCA" meaning "Osobiy 
Korpus Severnoy Armiy": translation = "Special Corps, Northern 
Army". 

(ii) At the demand of the General Commanding the British Forces in the 
Baltic Sea General Rodzianko combined his Forces with those of 
the North Western Army under General Yudenitch in May 1919. 

(iii) Although these stamps were not issued until September they were 
used by Rodzianko's Forces until November 1919. Thereafter t hey 
became speculative. 

(iv) The thin paper is often referred to as cigarette paper. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE NORTHERN ARMY OF GENERAL RODZIZNKO. 

1919 - Registered Cover. 
Postmarked with oval Army Control dated 23.11.1919. 
Backstamped Tallinn, 30.11.1919. 

~-

Notes: (i) Although the Armies of General s Rodzianko and Yudenitch combined 
in May 1919, the stamps issued by the Northern Army continued to 
be used. 

(ii) Both Armies were remnants of the Russian Imperial Army. They were 
defeated by the Bolshevik Forces and retreated to Tallinn where 
they were interned on 29.11. 1919 by the new Estonian National 
Republic. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE NORTH-WESTERN ARMY OF GENERAL YUDENITCH. 

1919 - Provisional Issue. Officially valid for use until 15.10.1919. 

Perf. 

Russian Stamps overprinted Nth. Wst./Army in two lines in black in all 
cases except 10kop. value which is overprinted in red. 
Perforations: kopek values - 14X14 1/2. 

rouble values - 13 1/2. 
also imperforate - see Note below. 

14X14-h 

Imperf. 

Perf. 
-11~ • 
. (rough) 
(Augo) 

Notes: (i) The 2kop. value was not used for postal purposes. 
(ii) The 1k, 2k, 3k, 15k, 70k and 1R imperforate values are said not 

to have been used postally but copies are known on cover. 
(iii) The 10k. overprinted value and rough perforated 11 1/2 is prob

ably a forged perforation. 
(iv) All values with inverted overprints are forgeries. 

(v) Rouble values with red overprints are essays. 
(vi) The overprinting of this issue was carried out by Matveiev Press, 

Pskov, which was the headquarters of the North-Western Army. 
(vii) Defeated by the Bolshevik Army in front of Petrograd Yudenitch's 

Forces retreated to Tallinn, Estonian National Republic, where 
they were interned on 29.11 .1919. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE WESTERN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV - BERMONDT. 

Provisional Issue of October 1919. Liberation of Riga Latvian Issue overprint

ed 1) with Russian Cross, and 2) with Russian Cross and the letters Z.A. 

( = "Zapadnaya Armiya" - Translated = "Western Army" ). 1) are on piece post

marked Bayck, otherwise variously known as Mitau and Jelgava. With the collapse 

of this Army on 29 November 1919 the stamps ceased to be used. Overprint litho

graphed by J. W. Steffenhage 

(3) 

1919 (1 0 Oct) . Stamps of Latvia handstamped with T 3. 

1 . (a) On Nos. 15/17 and 19/ 23 
?1 2 3 k. l1lac . . . . . . . 1 0 ·00 15·() 
22 5 k. carmine . . . . . . . . 10·00 15·() 
23 10 k. blue 60·00 90·() 
24 20 k. orange 1 0·00 15:() 
25 25 k. grey 10·00 15·() 
26 35 k. brown .. - 1 0·00 15·() 
27 50 k. violet . 1 0·00 15·() 
28 75 k. emerald 15·00 24·() 

(1) 
(b) On Nos. 24/ 6 (Liberation of Riga) 

29 4 5 k. aniline carmine ' 7·50 14·() 
30 15 k. green . . 7·50 14·1:( 
31 35 k. brown . . . . . . . . 10·00 15·() 

The circles made by the handstamp are thick or thin accordinc 
to the ink used. · 

(2) 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE WESTERN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV - BERMONDT. 

1919 - 10 October - Provisional Issue. 
Cross of the Russian Orthodox Church within a Circle 
overprinted in black on the Latvian National Republic 
Issue of 29 March 1919. 
Postmarked either Bausk or Jelgava -the Capital of 
Courland Province. 
Imperforate. 

I 
/1 

\ 

Notes: (i) After the evacuation of Courland by the Western Army on 29 
November 1919 these stamps ceased to be valid for postage. 
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LATVIA 

1918(20Dec) -An unaddressed Cover cancelled in Riga, Latvia. 

First Issue of Latvian Stamps on German Maps 
in 1918. 

Cancelled with Russian P.O. Canceller at 
Riga, 20.12.1918, and stamped Riga in Roman 
letters. 

Rate: 20kop. - probably the Foreign Rate 
as cover is only a part item • 

• 

29



RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE WESTERN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV - BERMONDT. 

1919 - October - Provisional Issue. 
Overprinted with the Cross of the Russian Orthodox Church 
within a Circle on the Latvian Issue of 24 July 1919 depict
ing "Mother Latvia" with a view of Riga Skyline in the back
ground. 
Postmarked at Bausk otherwise known as Jelgava or Mitau -
the Capital of Courland Province. 
Imperforate. 

Notes: (i) Composed of dissident German, Balt and .Russian Forces the Western 
Army of Colonel Avalov - Bermondt was based in 1919 at Mitau, the 
Capital of Courland. Avalov - Bermondt had refused to join with 
General Yudenitch's North-Western Army. 

(ii) The Western Army attacked Riga, the Capital of the new Latvian 
National Republic in October 1919. It was defeated by a combined 
force of Latvian and British troops and the remnant retreated to 
East Prussia where it dissolved. 

(iii) The stamps of the Western Army ceased to be valid after 29 Novem
ber 1919. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE WEST. RN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV - BERMONDT. 

Provisional Issue of 13th October 1919. Overprinted with Russian Cross in 

circle with letters Z.A. See previous issue for detail of overprint and 

and Printer responsible. With the collapse of this Army on 29th November 1919 

the use of these stamps ceased. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE WESTERN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV - BERMONDT. 

Provisional Issue of 13th October 1919 overprinted with Russian Cross on con

temporary Latvian Stamps. The stamps on piece are postmarked 12.10.19, being 

a day earlier than the official date usually given for this issue. Other in

formation is as given for the previous issue. The stamps ceased use on 29.10.19. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE WESTERN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV-BERMONDT. 

1919 - 13 October - Provisional Issues. 

Notes: 

1) Issue of the 29 March 1919 of the Latvian National Republic over
printed with the Cross of the Russian Orthodox Church within a 
Circle with shaded background and with the letters Z and A in 
the upper part of the Circle. Z A = Zapadnaya Armiya" (trans. 
"Western Army"). 

2) Latvian National Republic Issue of 24 July 1919 over-printed as 
for 1). 

Overprints lithographed by J.W.Steffenhagen & Sons, Mitau. 
Imperforate. 

(i) These stamps became inval id for use after 29 November 1919 when 
Latvian troops re-occupied Jelgava. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE WESTERN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV - BERMONDT. 

1919 - 9 November - Provisional Issue. 
Imperial Russian stamps overprinted with the Cross 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, the letters L and P 
and a value. 
Letters L and P = "Latwija Pashparwalac" (trans. "Indep
endent Latvia"). 
Overprints lithographed by J.W.Steffenhagen & Sons, 
Mitau. 
Perforated 14Xl4 1/2 for kopek values and 13 1/2 for 
Rouble values. 
Three values are also imperforate. 
Stamps became invalid for use on 29 November 1919. 
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1919 (9 Nov.)- CIVIL WAR PROVISIONAL ISSllE. Western Army of Colonel 
Avalov- Bermondt. 
Arms Types of Russia over
printed with Russian Symbolic 
Cross, the letters L.P., and 
value. 
"L.P."= "Latwija Pashparwalac". 

Trans.- "Independent 
Latvia". 

Surcharge lithographed by 
J . W. Ste ffenhagen, & Sons, 
Mitau, Capital of Courland. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE WESTERN ARMY OF COLONEL AVALOV - BERMONDT. 

1919 - Definitive Issue. 
Prepared for issue but due to the disintegration of the Western Army 
on 29 November 1919 these stamps were never issued and became specul
ative. They exist both Perforated 11 1/2 and imperforate. Many bogus 
stamps exist. 
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1919-20-CIVIL WAR PROVISIONAL ISSUE. Siberia- "Government", and Army of 
Admiral Kolchak. 
Arms Types of Russia- 1915-17, and 
1909-11 issues- overprinted with 
double numerals, etc. 

c 

Known perf. 14X1lJi, Rough perf . 11~, 
and Imperforate. 

Forgeries exist. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ADMIRAL KOLCBAK IN SIBERIA. 

1919-20 - Provisional Issues. 

Imperf. 

Perf. 

Values surcharged in black on stamps of imperial Russia, 
as follows:-

1) On the imperforate issues of 1915-17. 
2) On issues of 1909-11 perforated 14X14 1/2. 
3) On issues rough perforated 11 1/2. 

7:0 

14X1~ . 

Rough 
Perf. 
11~. 

70 

70 

Notes: (i) On forming a Government at Omsk, Siberia, on 18th November, 1918 
Admiral Kolchak was recognised by all the remnants of the I mper
ial Russian Army as Supreme Commander. His Siberian Army advanc
ed as far west asPerm in an attempt to effect a conjuncti on wi th 
Denikin's Army, but was defeated by the Red Army and forced t o 
retreat along the Trans-Siberian Railway then under the control 
of the Czecho-Slovak Legion. Hemmed in by Red Forces the Legion 
handed Kolchak over to t he Partisan occupiers of Irkutsk where 
he was executed on 21st January , 1920. 

(ii) With the collapse of the Kol c ak Government these Provisional 
Issues became invalid for use 38



RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ADMIRAL KOLCHAK IN SIBERIA. 

1919-20 - Provisional Issue. 
A sheet of the 50 kopek value surcharged on the 3 kopek imperforate 
value of the Imperial Russian Issue of 1915-17. 
The paper is unwatermarked but is criss-crossed with diagonal 
varnish lines which can be observed at the top margin of the sheet. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ADMIRAL KOLCHAK IN SIBERIA. 

1919-20 - Provisional Issue. 
A sheet of the 70 kop. value surcharged on the 1kop. imperforate 
value of the Imperial Russian Issue of 1915-17. 
The paper is unwatermarked but is criss-crossed with diagonal 
varnish lines. 

70 1G 70 

70 

70 70 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE CZECHD-SLOVAK LEGION IN SIBERIA. 

1919-20 - Provisional Issue used by the Czecho-slovak Legion on the Trans
Siberian railway during the period of the Kolchak Administration. 
Surcharged in two stages, namely:-

1) The 1920 in black at Irkutsk, and 
2) the kopek values in green from 2kop. to 1Rouble. 

Notes: (i) Original design by Rybak and Roessler-Orovsky. 
(ii) Embossing carried out by K. Kolman, Prague. 

(iii) Quantities surcharged 200,000 pieces. 
(iv) Admiral Kolchak and his Administration retreated along the Trans

Siberian Railway under the control of the Legion. Hemmed in by 
the Red Partisans,Command of the Legion handed over Kolchak to 
Partisans then in control of Irkutsk in return for a guarantee of 
safe repatriation westward to Czecho-slovakia. This issue then 
became invalid for use. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE ATAMAN SEMYONOV REGIME IN THE TRANSBAIKAL PROVINCE. 

1920 - Provisional Issue. 
Values surcharged in black by the Typographic Department of the Nation 
al bank at Chita, Transbaikal Province, Siberia on the Sk., 20k., and 
70k. Imperial Russian stamps of 1909-11. 
Perforated 14X14 1/2. 

Notes: (i) The surcharge on the lOR. value is also known reversed. 
(ii) With the fall of the Kolchak Administration Ataman Semyonov 

proclaimed himself Ruler of Siberia on 20th January, 1920. 
His short-lived Government ended when Chita was occupied by 
Far Eastern Partisans on 21st October, 1920. Semyonov and his 
Forces retreated into Mongolia where they disintegrated. 

42



RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUE OF THE REGIME OF THE BLAGOVESTCHENSK PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY 

COMMITTEE, AKUR PROVINCE. 

1920 - 20th February - Definitive Issue. 
Design: Star and Coat of Arms with inscription "Amur Province Post

age Stamp" and flanked below by crossed posthorns. Values 
at corners. Issued at Blagovestchensk. 

Imperforate. 
Lithographed. 

Invalidated 

Remainders. 

Notes: (i) With the formation of the Far Eastern Republic on 6th April 1920 
these stamps were invalidated with three black bars, coloured 
pencil bars or a diamond pattern in black ink. 

(ii) The SR. and 30R. are known tete-heche. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC. 

ISSUES OF THE NATIONALIST REGIME AT VLADIVOSTOK. 

1920-21 - Provisional Issues. September 1920 to July 1921. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

Issues overprinted "D.V.R." (= "Dalni-vostochaya Republika"
trans. "Far Eastern Republic") and some surcharged with new 
values, all in black, on previous issues, as follows:-

1) on issues of Imperial Russia of 1909-11, perforated 
14X14 1/2 

2) on imperforate issues of Imperial Russia of 1915-17 
3) and on surcharged issues of the Kolchak regime both 

perforated and imperforate. 

Notes: (i) The nationalist Regime was set up with British, French, American 
and Japanese assistance on 6th April 1920 to act as a buffer 
against Soviet penetration of the Far East. In theory the Nation
alist area of control was supposed to extend as far west as Lake 
Baikal. On 26th May 1921 The Priamur and Maritime Provinces 
broke away. The stamps of the ~ationalist Regime were in use to 
July 1921. 44
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - PRIAMUR AND MARITIME PROVINCES 

NATIONAL (ZEMSTVO) GOVERNMENT. 

With the impending evacuation of Vladivostok and the Priamur by the Japanese 

on 25th October 1922, a Zemstvo Type Government under the control of the Tsar

ist General Diederichs was set up on lOth October 1922. In preparation for 

this event a provisional issue of postage stamps was made and issued on the 

same date. This stamp issue was made by overprinting previous stamp issues, 

as follows:-

1) Imperial Russian stamps (values 1- lOk) both perf. 14Xl4~ & Imperf., 

with "Priam Zemskiye Kraye" ("Priamur Territory") within border. 

2) Same Issues as 1) but values 14k to 70k without frame-lines, both Perf. 

and Imperforate. 

3) As 1) but for lRouble value only with frame-line. Imperforate. 

4)Stamps of Kolchak's Siberian Government with bordered overprint as 1). 

These stamps remained in use until replaced by the provisional issue of the 

R.S.F.S.R in January 1923. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - ISSUES OF THE NATIONAL REGIME 

AT CHITA, TRANSBAIKAL PROVINCE, SIBERIA. 

1921 - December - Definitive Issue. 
Lithographed by the National Bank, Chita, on white paper of medium 
thickness. 
Imperforate except for 7kop. value which is also known rouletted 
11-11 1/2 and perf. 11 1/2 X rouletted. 

Rouletted. 

Rouletted 
Vertical Sides. 

Imperf. Horiz. Sides. 

Notes. (i) This issue was made following the breakaway of the Priamur and 
Maritime Provinces on 26 May 1921 which interrupted contact 
with the Far Eastern Republic at Vladivostok. 

(2) The design comprises a central coat of arms with star above sur
rounded by laurels containing the letters "D.V.R.". 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - ISSUES OF THE PRIAMUR 

AND MARITIME PROVINCES GOVERNMENT. 

1921-22 - Definitive Issue. 
Used only at Vladivostok and nearby in the Priamur Provinces 
under the control of the Regime during the period July 1921 to 
25 October 1922. 
Lithographed on paper with diagonal intersecting chalklines across 
the paper. 
Printed with simulated perforations. Otherwise imperforate. 

NOTE: Simul
ated Perfs. 

NOTE: Use of Chalk-lined 
Paper for this Issue. 

Perf. 

13~ . 

Notes: (i) Following the withdrawal of the American, British and French 
Forces from Vladivostok the White Guards set up this Government 
with the assistance of Japanese Forces remaining on 26 May 1921. 
When the Japanese withdrew on 25 October 1922 the Regime collapsed 
and the stamps ceased to be used. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - ISSUES OF THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 

1922 - November - Issue commemorating the 5th Anniversary of the Bolshevik 
Revolution of 1917. 

Overprint reads -

1917 
7 XI 
1922 

Issue of Priamur and Maritime Provinces Government 
overprinted in red 1917/7XI/1922. 
Imperforate with printed simulated perforations. 

Notes: (i) Following the withdrawal of the Japanese Forces from Vladivostok 
and elsewhere in the Far Eastern Republic on 25th October, 1922, 
the Bolshevik Forces rapidly gained ascendancy over those of Gen
eral Diederichs and a Soviet Far Eastern Republic was set up in 
November 1922. 

(ii) In January 1923 the Far Eastern Republic was incorporated with 
Russia and stamps of Russia were used once again. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - NIKOLAYEVSK-ON-AMUR PROVISIONAL ISSUES. 

1921-August - Provisional Issue. 
Various surcharges on Imperial Russian stamps made to meet a 
shortage of values created by an interruption of communicat
ions with Vladivostok. 
Both imperforate and perforated 14 X 14 1/2. 

Notes: (i) Previously held by Partisans Nikolayevsk-on-Amur was occupied by 
Japanese troops in August 1921, but direct communication with the 
Priamur Government did not exist because the connecting railway 
remained in Partisan hands. 

(ii) Many forgeries of these stamps exist. 
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1921( Dec.)- CIVIL WAR DEFINITIVE ISSllE. Far Eastern Republic.-Chita Issue. 
Lithographed by National Bank, 
Chita, on white paper of medium 
thickness. All imperforate,but 
?k. also known perf.11-11i, and 
rouletted. 
Design comprises central coat of 
arms with star above, surrounded 
by laurels · containing the initials 
"D.V.R.".("D.V.R."• Far Eastern 
Republic.).The monochromP. colour
ed stamps- 1K., 3K., 5K., ?K., 
and 15K., values- carry posthorns 
and thunderbolts below the motif, 
whereas the multi-coloured values 
-4K., 10K., 20K., and 50K.,-have 
them at the top of the stamps. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - ISSUES OF THE PRIAMUR 

AND MARITIME PROVINCES GOVERNMENT. 

1922 - 26 May - Issue commemorating the first Anniversary of the Provisional 
Government of the Priamur. 
Overprinted in black by the National Bank, Vladivostok. 
Imperforate but printed with simulated perforations. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - ISSUES OF THE ZEMSTVO GOVERNMENT 

OF THE PRIAMUR AND MARITIME PROVINCES. 

1922 - 10 October - Provisional Issues (cont'd.). 

4) 

5) 

6) 

4) Stamps of the previous Priamur Government - over
print with frame-lines. Imperforate. 

5) Stamps of Kolchak's Siberian Government- overprint with
out frame-lines. Perforated and imperforate. 

6) Stamps of Kolchak's Siberian Government prepared for 
use in Far Eastern Republic by overprinting with 
"D.V.R." - surcharged with new values and with "D.V.R." 
obliterated. Both perforated and imperforate. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

FAR EASTERN REPUBLIC - ISSUES OF THE ZEKSTVO GOVERNMENT 

OF THE PRIAKUR AND MARITIME PROVINCES. 

1922 - 10 October - Provisional Issue. 

1) 

2) 

3) 

Imperial Russian stamps overprinted "Priam Zemskiye Kraye" 
(trans: "Priamur Territory") with and without frame-lines. 
Perforated and imperforate as follows:-
!) Values lkop. to lOkop. with frame-lines perforated 

14Xl4 1/2. 
2) Values 14kop. to 70kop. without frame-lines perforated 

14Xl4 1/2. 
3) Imperforate with and without frame-lines. 
(Continued on next page.) 

~~"~ 
3€ttt&KiH 
.rp~~· 

C"C 

Notes: (i) In preparation for the wi thdrawal of the Japanese Forces on 
25th October 1922, the Tsarist General Diederichs set up a 
Zemstvo type government on lOth October 1922. 

(ii) A Zemstvo is a Council which deals with matters of taxation, 
schools, roads, etc., under the control of the Governor of the 
Province. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL DENIKIN IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 

Definitive Issues inscribed "Edinaya Rossiya", Translated= "One Russia". 

Lithographed at Novocherkask, South Russia. Used throughout the area occupied 

by the Denikin "Volunteer" Army including the Don and Kuban Cossack Territor

ies. Printed on two types of paper, namely:-

1) May 1919 - with yellow-brown gum, and 

2) August 1919 - with white gum. 

This sheet shows the imperforate stamps with the yellow-brown gum. These stamps 

were on issue from May to October 1919, after which the Bolsheviks drove his 

Forces into the Crimea. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL DENIKIN IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 

1919 - Definitive Issue inscribed "Edinaya Rossiya" (trans. "One Russia"). 

Imperf. 
yellow
brown 
gum. 

Lithographed at Novocherkassk, South Russia. 
Issued: May 1919 with yellowish-brown gum. 

August 1919 with white gum (see next page). 
Imperforate. 

Notes: (i) Issue was in use in all areas occupied by the Denikin "Volunteer" 
Army during the period May t o October, 1919, after which it was 
driven into the Crimea by the Bolshevik Armies. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL DENIKIN IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 

1919 - Definitive Issue inscribed "Edinaya Rossiya" (trans. "One Russia"). 
Lithographed at Novocherkassk, South Russia, and used in all areas 
occupied by the Denikin "Volunteer" Army including the Don and Kuban 
Territories, during the period May to October 1919. 
Printed on paper with white gum on issue from August 1919. 
Imperforate. Rouble values also perforated 11 1/2. 

Imperf. 
white 
gum. 

Perf . 
1 1~ . 
white 
gum. 

Note: (i) Stamps with displaced centres are from printer's scrap. 
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1919 (May-Oct.)- CIVIL WAR DEFINITIVE ISSUE. South Russia- Army of General 
Denikin. 
Design similar to early Russian Issues, and 
inscribed with words - "Edinaya Rossiya", 
(Trans: "One Russia".) 
Used throughout the area occupied by the 
Denikin "Volunteer" Army including the Don, 
and Kuban Territories. 
Lithographed at Novocherkask on two types of 
paper- May 1919- with yellow-brown gum, and 

Aug.l919- with white gum. 

This sheet shows the imperforate stamps with 
yellow-brown gum issued in May 1919. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL DENIKIN IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 
v. 

1919 - Essays on paper with yellowish gum. 
Prepared at Novocherkassk, South Russia. 
Imperforate. 

u 
•• 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE GOWERNMENT OF GENERAL DENIKIN IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 

Definitive Issues inscribed "Edinaya Rossiya". Translated= "One Russia". 

Lithographed at Novocherkask, South Russia. Used throughout th~ area occupied 

by the "Denikin Volunteer Army" including the Don and Kuban Cossak Territmr

ies. Printed on two types of paper, namely:-

1) May 1919 - yellow-brown gum, and 

2) August 1919 - with white gum • 

. This sheet shows the imperforate stamps with the yellow-brown gum. These stamps 

were on issue from May to October 1919, after which the Bolsheviks drove his 

Forces into the Crimea. 
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1919 (May-Oct.)- CIVIL WAR DEFINITIVE ISSUE. South Russia- Army of General 
Denikin. 
Detail as previous sheet. 

This sheet shows stamps issued with white gum, 
thus:- Aug. 1919- Imperforate, and 

Oct. 1919- Perf.ll~. 

Also, Ukrainian National Republic stamps over
printed, thus:-

Apr. 1919 - 35k on lOsh chestnut 
70k on 50sh carmine. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL DENIKIN IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 

1919 - April - Provisional Issue of Mariupol. 
3Sk. and 70k. surcharges in black on stamps of the Ukrainian National 
Republic - Regime of the Rada. 
Lithographed and imperforate. 

Notes: (i) General Denikin assumed control of the "Volunteer" Army follow
ing the death of his Senior Officer on 8th October 1918 but he 
was subordinate to Admiral Kolchak in Siberia. By October 13th, 
1919 he had captured Kiev, Orel, Voronezh and Tsaritsyn (Stalin
grad). The counterattack of the Red Army under Stalin forced 
Denikin's Army from Tsaritsyn and eventually into the Crimea 
where Denikin resigned and was replaced by General Wrangel on 
4 April 1920. 

(ii) The stamps of the Ukrainian National Republic - Regime of t he 
Rada were printed and issued i n Kiev in J uly 1918 at the behest 
of Hetman Skaropodsky and his German Occupying Army supporters. 
Skaropodsky and his Government retreated with the German Army 
after the Armistice of 1918. This Government was replaced by the 
Petlyura Directorate in December 1918, later by a Red Army gov
ernment and then by Denikin 's Government of South Russia. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE COSSACK GOVERNMENT OF THE KUBAN TERRITORY. 

1918-20 - Provisional Issues. 
Values surcharged at Ekaterinodar (now Krasnodar), South Russia, 
over period August 1918 to March 1920 on Imperial Russian stamps, 
as follows:-

1) on imperforate issues of 1915-17, and 
2) on issues of 1909-11 perforated 14 X 14 1/2. 

Notes: (i) The Kuban Republic set up in October, 1917, declared its indep
endence from Russia early in 1918. General Denikin recognised 
the autonomy of the Kuban Territory on 28th August, 1918. This 
autonomy lasted until Denikin's Army evacuated Novorossisk on 
27th March, 1920. Thereafter the Red Army took control and the 
Kuban became part of Russia once again. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE COSSACK GOVERNMENT OF THE DON TERRITORY. 

1918 - Provisional Issues. 
Values surcharged on Imperial Russian stamps at Rostov-on-Don, 
as follows:-

25 

1) In October 1918 on the imperforate issues of 1915-17. 
2) In November 1918 on the issues of 1909-11 perforated 

14 X 14 1/2. 

Notes: (i) Wide differences in the shape of the figures of the surcharges 
exist. 

(ii) The surcharge is known inverted on the 25k on lk imperforate and 
on all perforated values except the SOk on 7k blue. 

(iii) The Don Republic was proclaimed on 18th January 1918 and recog
nised by General denikin. It ceased to exist when General Denikin 
evacuated Rostov-on-Don on 23rd February 1920. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE COSSACK GOVERNMENT OF THE KUBAN TERRITORY. 

1919 - Provisional Issue. 
10 Roubles values surcharged at Ekaterinador (now Krasnodar), South 
Russia, on three values of the Russian Postal Savings stamps issued 
in 1919. 
Perforation: 14Xl4 1/2. 

Forgeries. 

1920 - Provisional Issue. 
70kop. black surcharges made at Ekaterinodar on lkop. Imperial Russian 
stamps as follows:-

!) Imperforate issue of 1915-17, and 
2) Issue of 1909-11 perforated 14X14 1/2. 

70 70 70 
KOD. KOD ROll. 

Notes: (i) The block of 4 X lOR surcharge carries forged overprints. 
(ii) The 70kop. surcharge is known thick and thin. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL WRANGEL IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 

1920 - Provisional Issues. 

1) 

1) SRouble surcharged in black on the Sk. and 20k. values of the 
1909-11 Imperial Russian Issues. 

2) As above on the Sk. imperforate issue of 1915-17. 
3) SR surcharged in black on the 35kop. blue issue of South Russia. 
4) "Yug Rossiy" lOOR. surcharge in black on lkop. orange Imperial 

Russian issue of 1909-11. Perforated 14Xl4 1/2. 
5) As above on imperforate lkop. orange issue of Imperial Russia of 

1915-17. 

2) 

3) 

4) 5) 

Notes: (i) "Yug Rossiy" means "South Russia". 
(ii) After the departure of General Denikin from South Russia his 

Volunteer" Army was reorganised by General Wrangel in the Crimea 
and from June to October 1920 re-occupied the Taurida Province 
to the north of the Crimea. Vorishilov's Red Army forces drove 
Wrangel's Forces back into the Crimea from which he evacuated his 
Forces at Sevastopol on 15th N vember, 1920. This was the last 
foothold of the remnants of the Imperial Army in South Russia. 67



1920-21. CIVIL WAR PROVISIONAL ISSUE. Army of General Wrangel- Constant
inople, Turkey. 

The defeated Armies of Wrangel, and 
Denikin, along with a large number 
of civilians, were placed in camps 
in Turkey, Bulgaria, and Greece, 
by order of the Allied Powers, 
until the dissolution of the Armies 
in May, 1921. Thereafter the people 
involved became refugee~. 
During the period Dec. 1920-May 1921 
stamps were overprinted for use in 
these camps. The overprint reads
"Postage- Russian Armies- with 
value at bottom". 

This sheet shows stamps of Russia 
overprinted as indicated. 
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1920-21- CIVIL WAR PROVISIONAL ISSUE. Army of General Wrangel - Constant
inople, Turkey. 

Grneral detail as before, but with 
new overprint, thus: 
"Russian Post- Value at bottom." 

This sheet shows: 
1) Arms types of Russia with varnish 

lines. Perf. 14X1~. 
2) As 1) above, but imperforate. 
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1920- UNISSUED DEFINITIVE STAMPS. White Russia (Byelo-russia)- The Army 
of General Bulak-Balachowitch with 
Polish assistance set up head-quarters 
at Turovo, and launched attacks on 
various centres in Byelo-russia. By 
November, 1920 his troops had revolted, 
killed him, and joined the advancing 
Red Army. 
This carefully prepared issue was 
perforated 11~. and also prepared 
Imperforate. 
Some postally used covers are known, 
but it is generally accepted that the 
stamps were never formally issued. With 
the dis-integration of tnis peasant army 
the stamps became speculative. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

RUSSIAN SOCIALIST FEDERATIVE SOVIET REPUBLIC - STAMPS FOR USE IN FAR EAST. 

Provisional issues. Worker and Soldier designs of the R.S.F.S.R. surcharged 

with values in gold currency in preparation for incorporation of the Far Eastern 

Siberian Provinces into the U.s.s.R. One value perforated. Others imperforate. 

Issued 1923. 
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THE RUSSIAN REFUGEE POST. 

As early as March 1920 large numbers of civilians- mainly the wives 
and children of officers of the Denikin Counter- revolutionary Armies
were being evacuated from South Russia to various Refugee Camps in Turkey, 
Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, and elsewhere.By November, 1920, with the 
defeat of Wrangel 1 s Forces this became a veritable flood. 

The Refugee Camps were under the control of the following authorities
Soldiers in Military Camps- The Allies- Britain, and France; 
Civilians in Civilian Camps- The International .• Red Cross, and it's 

various National Agencies. 
At no time was any Camp under the control of Wrangel or any of his Staff. 

To maintain contact within the Camp system a Refugee Postal Service was 
set up, and to pay for it various issues of stamps brought from South 
Russia by the retreating Forces were over-printed, and surcharged. 

J.O.Moyes (British Journal of Russian Philately,No.94) in a search of 
the U.K. Public Records has shown that some of the Postal Service was 
genuinely used, but that the wide-spread distribution of the Refugee 
Camps - some as far a way as Tunis- certainly point to wide-spread 
forgery of postally used items . In addition he has shown that the 
span of time durig which the Camps existed was from November,1920 to 
the end of 1921 , so it is only during this period that the Postal 
Service could have operated. As many cancellations exist before and 
after these dates they must be treated with great caution. The handling 
of the obviously large remainders must have been speculative in the 0 __ 

extreme. 

Without doubt some of the overprinting and surcharging took place 
in printings which occured after the Camps were officially closed. 

From this new information it must be concluded that The Russian Refugee 
post was genuinely operated, and that probablyit should be treated as 
a Local Post. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE RUSSIAN REFUGEE POST -CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY. 

Following the defeat of Wrangel's Army in the Crimea a flood of Refugees com

prising soldiers and civilians evacuated to Camps in Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria, 

Serbia, and elsewhere. The Refugee Camps were under the control of Great Brit

ain, France and The International Red Cross and its National Agencies. At no 

time was any Camp under the control of General Wrangel. J.O.Moyes (British 

Journal of Russian Philately, No.94) has shown conclusively from Foreign Of

fice Research that the Refugee Post was authorisedofficially for handling 

mail between the various Camps during the period November, 1929 to the end of 

1921 when Britain and France ceased to accept responsibility for the Camps. 

The following are representative examples of stamps overprinted for use by 

The Refugee Post. The overprint cum surcharge in Cyrillic characters trans

lates as follows - "Post/Russian/Army/surcharged value". 

Stamps of Gener
al Penikin's 
South Russia. 

no 
PYC K014 
APMIH. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE RUSSIAN REFUGEE POST - CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY. 

Imperial Russian Issues overprinted and surcharged for use by the Refugee Post. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE RU~SIAN REFUGEE POST -CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY. 

Stamps overprinted as follows with "Post/Russian/Army/Value":- 1) Imperforate 

Imperial Russian Issues, and 2) Imperial Russian Issues overprinted for use in 

the Levant. 

DO'QTA 

PYCCHOif 
APMiH. 

10.000 
}).?EJIEl 

(2) 

no':ITA 
P~CCKOH 

APMiH 

1.000 
PY:CJIEII. 

(1) 

DO':ITA 
P~CCKOH 
APMiH 

1.000 
PY:CJIEII. 

(1) 

\ 
DO ':ITA 

P~CCKOH 
APMiH 

1.000 
PY:CJIEII. 

(1) 
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1920-21- CIVIL WAR PROVISIONAL ISSTIE. Army of General Wrangel- Constant
inople, Turkey. 

General detail as before~ 
This sheet shows stamps overprinted 
with "Russian Post", etc.,thus: 
Stamps of Russian p.0. 1s in the 
Levant perf. 14X14t. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

THE RUSSIAN REFUGEE POST- CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY. 

Imperial Russian Issues with Trident Emblem Overprint for use in the Ukraine 

overprinted for use by Refugee Post as follows - "Russian/Post/Value" in 

Cyrillic Characters. 

Odessa o 
Type 4. 

(10) 

Yekaterinaslav. 

Ode ssa . 
Ty pe 5. 

Od e ssa . 
Type 6 . 

1 • . ~ 

u ' 
/ 
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DO 'ITA 
PYCCHOU 

APMiH. 

10.000 
.P$J;JIEl 

(2) 

DO'ITA 
PYCCKOH 
APMiH 

1.000 
P YEJIEU. 

(1) 

1920-21- CIVIL WAR PRIVISIONAL ISSUES. Army of General Wrangel- Constantin
ople, Turkey . 

Detail as for previous sheet. 

This sheet shows: 
1) Imperforate stamps of Russia 

overprinted as before . 
2) Postal Savings Stamps of Russia 

overprinted as before. 
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B~O~: 

For reasons not clearly understood Turkey, whist still techically at war with 
the Allies permitted substantial British and French Naval Forces to enter 
and take control of the Black Sea during the latter half of 1918. 

French troops were subsequently landed in the Odessa area and British troops 
at Batoum which Area was the subject of dispute between Armenia and Georgia • 
British troops moved across the Caucasus to Baku where for a ~ime they exerted 
influence. Their presence was, of course, due to oil. Meantime British gun
boats were in control of the Caspian Sea and exerted some influence up the 
Volga River as high as Nizhni-Novgorod. 

Early in the period of the British landing at Batoum a isue of stamps was 
prepared but never issued as such, being overprinted British Occupation 
and used from early 1919. Various overprinted Imperial Russian issues were 
subsequently issued up to mid-1920 when the British were forced to withdraw 
because of the defeat of the combined Denikin- British and French Forces in 
South Russia, and the ever-increasing successes of the Red Armies on the 
various Fronts. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF BATUM. 

1919 - Imperial Russian Postcard overprinted "Batum Obl./kop 35 kop" 
in blue-black. 
Size: 152mm X 88mm. 

fi()LJTOBA7l KAPTC)LJKA 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF BATUM. 

1919 - Definitive Issue for Batum Post. 
Lithographed. 
Imperforate. 

Notes: (i) In the latter half of 1918 Turkey occupied Batum and some adjac
ent areas. Because of her oil interests at Baku to counter this 
move the British Navy landed forces at Batum on 1st December 1918. 
These troops remained in Batum until 7th July 1920 after which 
Batum was occupied by Armenia. Soviet Troops occupied Batum in 
February 1921. Thereafter Batum returned to Georgia. 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF BATUM. 

1919 - Design of first issue for Batum used for new values which were over
printed BRITISH OCCUPATION. 
Imperforate. 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCGUPATIO.N 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 
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RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

ISSUES OF THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF BATUM. 

1920 - June - Design of first issue for Batum used for new values which were 
overprinted BRITISH OCCUPATION. 
Imperforate. 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

BRITISH 
OCCUPATION 

83



RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ISSUES. 

1920 - Provisional Issue. 
Stamps of Imperial Russia overprinted "Batum Obl./British Occupation" 
and surcharged to new values. 
Perforated 14X14 1/2. 
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